Trip Dossier for India — Taj & Tigers

Trip Code: FITT Issue date: 28 Apr 08 Valid from: 28 Apr 08

Day 1 Flyto Delhi
Depart from London to Delhi by overnight flight.

Day 2 City Tour of Delhi.

Your flight arrives at Delhi in the morning. On arrival you will be met by our local guide and transferred to your hotel to
freshen up before an afternoon tour of Old Delhi. Old Delhi pulses with the energy and colour, the hustle and bustle of
thronged bazaars and is laced by a maze of narrow lanes which twist and turn between tall, leaning houses. It is full of the
sights, sounds and aromas of the Indian sub-continent. In Old Delhi you will see the famous Red Fort surrounded by
shops, bazaars (built by the Emperor Shah Jehan — the builder of Taj Mahal), the Jama Masjid mosque with its tapering
minarets and wonderful marble domes, Chandni Chowk (Old Delhi's business nerve centre) and the hustle-bustle and
chattering voices of everyday Indian life all around you. In Old Delhi, a cycle rickshaw moves faster than a Ferrari. Take a
ride on one such piece of history and travel through the lanes of the old city. Hotel (breakfast)

Day 3 Morning at leisure and afternoon trainto Ra  nthambore.

This morning is at leisure to relax in the hotel or explore this exciting city. In the afternoon, you will be transferred to the
railway station and board the train Kota Jan Shatabdi Express to Sawai Madhopur. Many say to travel by train is the best
way to see the “real India”. The railway platforms are like mini bazaars, swarming with people and chatter. On arrival you
will be met by our representative and be driven to your hotel, approx 35 minutes drive. Hotel (breakfast)

Day 4 Game viewing in Ranthambore National Park and  optional visit to Ranthambore School of Art

Today you will have an opportunity to go on a morning and afternoon game drive in a twenty-seater vehicle called a
canter. Ranthambore National Park is spread over a vast area of forest with waterfalls and lakes and is famous for tiger,
as well as chital, sambhar deer, blue bull and chinkara and a variety of birdlife. Ranthambore Fort located inside the park
is rich in archaeological monuments including the temples of the God Ganesh, (Trinetri) and Maa Kali. There is an option
to visit the Ranthambore School of Art, where a trained professional from the School will teach the basics in drawing a
tiger, using locally made paints. You can also try your hand at painting clay cups that can be taken with you as a souvenir.
Why buy a souvenir when you can make one? Return to the hotel later this afternoon. Hotel (breakfast)

Day 5 Morning Game Drive and an optional visit to Rantha  mbore Fort . Drive to Jaipur .

An early morning game drive will take you through Ranthambore in search of tiger. This magnificent animal has come
close to extinction through traditional tiger hunting and modern-day poaching. However since the Indian government set
up ‘Project Tiger' in the 1970s their demise has slowed but has not yet halted; the poachers are as skilful as ever.
Ranthambore is the flagship for ‘Project Tiger' and tiger numbers are slowly increasing. The park is renowned for its
‘friendly tigers’ who ignore the human visitors to the park. You can also make a visit (optional, extra cost) to Ranthambore
Fort, available on request. Later we will drive to the pink city of Jaipur, approx 200kms(4 ¥z hours); this evening is at
leisure. Hotel (breakfast)

Day 6 Visit to Amber Fort and City Tour of Jaipur
Following breakfast in the hotel, you'll enjoy an elephant ride and visit to Amber Fort.

The Elephant is the Rolls Royce of the east...you'll be riding on the royal mode of transportation.

The Amber Fort was built by Man Singh and embodies the Rajput belief that a fort symbolizes the strength of the King.
The commanding view, sheer walls and rock face, and the winding routes that lead to the palaces within, all point to the
importance of security and defence. The fort is mirrored in Maota Lake, which stands adjacent to the Dilaram Garden. The
private apartments begun by Man Singh in the 17th century combine Hindu and Mughal styles and the Sheesh Mahal (Hall
of Mirrors), its walls covered with tiny mirrors, becomes a dazzling fantasy with the light of a single match. Visit the Jag
Mandir or the Hall of Victory (glittering with mirrors), the Jai Mahal and the Kali Temple.

After your visit to the palace you'll be taken on a sightseeing tour of Jaipur, the capital of Rajasthan, also known popularly
as the ‘pink city’, and founded in 1727. Here you will see the Hawa Mahal (Palace of Winds), which remains only a facade
today, originally built to enable ladies of the royal family to watch the everyday life and processions of the city. The Jantar
Mantar (Observatory) was built between 1728 and 1734. Each of the instruments serves a particular function and still
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gives an accurate reading. Situated in the centre of the city, occupying a large area divided into a series of courtyards,
gardens and buildings, is the City Palace. Enjoy wandering around the numerous museums and art galleries. Hotel
(breakfast)

Day 7 Drive to Keoladeo National Park, Bharatpur an  d go bird spotting by cycle-rickshaw

An early morning drive to Bharatpur to the Keoladeo National Park. Located in eastern Rajasthan (50 kilometres from
Agra), these water meadows were artificially created in the 1850s for the Maharaja of Bharatpur as a private wildfowl
shooting reserve. You'll explore this beautiful area, now a National Park, by cycle rickshaw and on foot. Keoladeo National
Park attracts thousands of migratory birds, and over 350 species of bird have been spotted here. Between October and
February you'll find an area teeming with thousands of migratory birds; the period between August and October is the
breeding season. In the afternoon, you will make a stop at the ancient deserted city of Fatehpur Sikri, an abandoned yet
perfectly preserved ghost city. Fatehpur Sikri was built as his capital by the Moghul Emperor Akbar in the 16" century; it
was abandoned after only 15 years because the water supply dried up. The dry atmosphere has ensured its preservation
and you will be entranced by the shifting colours of the rosy pink sandstone construction. You'll continue on a short
distance to Agra. Hotel (breakfast)

Day 8 Visit the Taj Mahal

Early morning is the best time to visit the Taj Mahal. You will take a short rickshaw ride from Shilpgram to the Taj Mahal to
see it at its best - at sunrise - when the soft morning light plays on the marble of the tomb and the reflections in the still
waters. You'll also see the Itmad-Ud-Daulah (the "baby Taj"), the mausoleum of Mirza Ghiyas Beg (the grandfather of
Mumtaz Mahal, the lady of the Taj) set in idyllic riverside gardens. Later, you'll visit Agra Fort, with towering walls two and
a half kilometres in length. The rest of the day is at leisure to explore further and around mid-evening it is time to board the
Shatabdi Express train to Delhi. From the train station it is just a short transfer to our hotel in Delhi. Hotel (breakfast)

Day 9 Flyto London
In the morning, you will be driven to Delhi International Airport for your return flight to London.

Please note — from Nov to March many hotel swimming pools will be closed as this is the “cold” season in India.

Beach extension to Goa
If you have time, you can extend your stay in India with a visit to the coast at Goa

Days 1 — 8 As above

Day 9 Fly Delhi to Goa

This morning you will be transferred to Delhi Airport for your flight to Goa. On arrival you will be met by our representative
and driven to your hotel. Enjoy your time relaxing on the beautiful beaches or spend some time exploring the remnants of
Portuguese colonialism: narrow winding lanes, white-washed buildings and 16" -century churches. Hotel — 3 nights
(breakfast)

Day 10 & 11 At leisure to relax on the beach and e  xplore.
The next few days are at leisure for you to enjoy your beautiful surroundings.

Day 12 Fly to Mumbai and connect with internationa | flight to London.
You are free to relax for the morning. Then in the afternoon you will be transferred to Goa Airport for your flight to London
via Mumbai.

Day 13 Arrive London.
Your flight arrives into London Heathrow early in the morning.

This itinerary includes our group flights from London. If you are making other flight arrangements, please refer to your
Confirmation Invoice and Joining Instructions for details of the start of the trip. Please remember international flights and
trip dates do occasionally change, so please always purchase flexible tickets. Each itinerary is planned many months in
advance. Consequently there are factors over which we have no control and which could make changes necessary. We
will always endeavour to keep you informed of any such changes in advance.



Optional Extras
These excursions, if available, can be arranged through your tour leader
and paid locally (approximate per person cost shown below).

Play a musical instrument (Tabla, Sitar, Harmoniums) in Jaipur £6.00
Learn to draw a tiger £6.00
Dress up in local costume £6.00
Learn how to put on a turban - in Jaipur £6.00
Painting Clay cups £6.00
Learn about traditional costumes - during a festival or wedding £6.00
Henna painting in Delhi £9.00

Is this right for your family? Accommodation and transport is comfortable, but just be prepared for a little “culture
shock” and remember to pack a smile and a positive attitude. If you have young children, we leave it for you to decide
whether you think they will enjoy the cultural delights of this vibrant country. You know your kids best!

Climate The best time of year to visit northern India is spring and autumn. The days are normally warm to hot and the
nights cool to mild. Humidity is very low and little or no rain is expected during these seasons. During the winter months, It
can get quite cool in the early mornings and evenings, with even fog and freezing temperatures in December and January
sometimes, so and warm clothes are essential.

Average monthly temperatures in Delhi.

JAN FEB | MAR | APR | MAY | JUN JUL |AUG |SEP OCT |[NOV |DEC
Max C 21 24 31 36 41 39 36 34 34 34 29 23
Min T 7 9 14 20 26 28 27 26 24 18 11 8
Rainfall (mm) 23 18 13 8 13 74 180 173 117 10 3 10

Accommodation All hotels have private facilities and are on a twin share basis; most of them are air-conditioned. They
are 3-star standard, modern, clean, comfortable and offer a friendly service. In general, hot water is available in the hotels,
but the supply can be erratic at times.

Food and Drink Meals are included as indicated in the itinerary. Meals on board the train are hygienically prepared
served on a fixed menu basis according to the time of day. Breakfast is an omelette, bread and butter served with tea or
coffee, lunch and dinner are simple India vegetarian or non vegetarian meals of rice, lentils mixed vegetable or chicken
curry, followed by dessert. For meals in Delhi you can eat quite cheaply, but obviously if you dine in more expensive
restaurants please allow more. You local tour leader will be on hand to make some personal recommendations. Most
restaurants offer a combination between Indian and Western style food. If you are a vegetarian, India offers an extensive
variety of dishes. Please remember to drink plenty of bottled water every day.

Local Costs

A small bottle of mineral water (500ml) £0.50
A large bottle of mineral water (1 litre) £0.80
A can of coke (soft drinks) £0.40
A carton or bottle of fruit juice £0.60
A bottle of beer £1.50
Tea or coffee £0.50
A light lunch time snack — sandwich for example £2.00
A two course meal* - excluding drinks £5.00
A three course meal* - excluding drinks £7.00

Based on a mid range tourist restaurant

Currency The unit of currency is the Indian Rupee (INR) at the time of writing UK £1 = INR76.66 and 1US$ = INR39.14
(Jan 2008). Sterling Travellers’ Cheques are readily accepted in banks and larger hotels. We recommend that you change
money at the airport. Credit Cards are accepted in larger hotels and some souvenir shops but not in the wildlife resorts.




Tipping is a recognised part of life and although at your discretion you will be expected to reward service. It should be
remembered, however, that over-generosity could lead to jealousies in poor countries. Please remember that all tips
should be a way for individuals to thank staff for good service. We do not encourage the tipping of snake charmers, animal
keepers or the likes. As a guideline each traveller should allow £2 per day to cover the tips for the local staff.

Language While each state has its own regional language, Hindi and English are widely spoken. Your local guide will
speak English.

Time India is GMT +5 % hours (Indian Standard Time) & 4 % hrs in summer (end of March to October)
Packing List Please refer to our separate “packing list”

Visas and passports
You must obtain a visa before travelling to India. Passports should be valid for 6 months.

Health

Vaccinations are recommended against Hepatitis A, Typhoid, Tetanus, Polio, Diphtheria and Malaria tablets should be
taken. Please consult your GP for further advise.



Clothing & Equipment List for India — Taj & Tigers

Trip Code: FITT

Issue date: 23 Jan 2008 Valid from: 01 January 2008

Although western standards are generally becoming more acceptable, Indians generally remain very traditional in what
they wear. Out of respect please dress conservatively, no sleeveless tops, while shorts are accepted in the main tourist
areas, both shorts and skirts are to be knee length or longer. Arms and legs and occasionally ladies’ heads should be
covered when entering religious buildings. During the wildlife drives in open jeeps/canter (especially during October to mid
March) it can be rather chilly so please pack warm clothing. It may be a good idea to take a smart casual outfit for an

evening out.
CLOTHING NUMBER PER PERSON Check | EQUIPMENT Check
Trainers or Strong Sandals 1 pair — all purpose wear Soft-sided bag — 50 — 80litres
Socks 2 thick and 2 thin Lightweight Daypack — 25 litres
Waterproof Jacket 1 lightweight A variety of large plastic bags
Underwear 3+ Personal First Aid Kit
Thermal Underwear Optional — but light and Large Water Bottle
useful if cold in winter
T-Shirts 3+ Water Purifying Tablets
Long Trousers or Skirt 2+ Neutralising Tablets
Short Trousers 2 Torch and Batteries
Long Sleeve Shirt 2+ Camera, Film and Accessories
Track Suit Bottoms or Optional Reading Material
Similar
Thick Fleece Recommended for winter Sunglasses
Warm jacket 1 Binoculars
Thin Fleece or Sweatshirt 1 Towel or Sarong
Sunhat / Baseball cap Essential (styled to shade Washing Kit - “dry” handwash & wet
face, ears and neck) wipes are very refreshing too
Warm Hat and gloves Essential in winter Loo Kit (in small bag) toilet paper /
tissues for the train ride.
Swim Wear 1
ITEM Check | ITEM Check
Passport/ Visa Small Sewing Kit & Safety Pins
Air Tickets Universal travelling adapter

Money/Travellers Cheques

Penknife - not in hand luggage

Cash Cards/Visa

Small Calculator

Insurance Documents

Sweets and Snacks for the journey

Trip Information and Itinerary

Cold Water Detergent

Money Security Belt/Pouch

Biodegradable Soap

Spectacles/Contact Lenses

Earplugs for a little peace and quiet

Sunscreen

Notebook/Diary/Pen

Moisturising Cream & lip salve

—not in hand luggage

Guide Book & map

Tooth Paste/Floss

Scissor/Mirror/Nail Clippers

—not in hand luggage

Small presents for local kids — biros,
balloons, books

Insect Repellent with high DEET factor

Small toys and books for your
children

For details regarding hand luggage restrictions

, please visit www.baa.com for details or click here




